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vibrating with energy in the mass and in the atom, and inviting
new and courageous speculations about its purpose and destiny.
The historian of morals may some day be able to trace the
results on political and international affairs of the increased
stimulus given to the human brain and other human faculties
in these years.   We are too near to generalize on that subject,
but no one who was brought up in the nineteenth century and
has lived into the twentieth can fail to be aware of the increased
speed of modern life.   We have still a vivid memory of the
horrors of war, but events pass so rapidly that we scarcely
realize the strain imposed on human brains and nerves by its
aftermath, by the breathless chase of one emergency on the
heels of another, by the accumulation in a few years of problems
which in earlier times were spread over generations, even
centuries, the enormous scale on which empires and institutions
have crashed, and reconstructions have needed to be improvised.
If it is possible with more or less accuracy to record the events
of this period, the reader needs always to supply the background
of passion and emotion against which they have gone forward.    n . f n,/i*. !M
